
Bulldogs Keep Pace at Cheylin 
By Judy Rogers 
 
 On January 29, the Golden Plains Bulldogs traveled to Cheylin to take on the 
WKLL tournament champion Cougars.  The Bulldogs had played the Cougars early in 
the season at the Castle Rock tournament where they fell by 31 points to their inside 
offense.  “We have improved as a team,” said junior Shane Ryburn.  “We were 
determined to handle the 6’9” Keltz better.” 

Although the Cougars won the tip, the Bulldogs scored first with a field goal from 
Tristan Schwarz.  The Cougars quickly tied it up as both teams traded baskets throughout 
most of the first quarter before Cheylin pulled ahead 17-12 by the buzzer. 

The Bulldogs were not discouraged as senior Andrew Luna opened the second 
with a three-point shot to put them within two.  The Cougars answered by going on an 11 
point run before the Bulldogs got back on the boards with shots from Joseph Koerperich 
and Camron Spresser.  Although the Cougars kept upping their score, the Bulldogs kept 
pace closing the spread to 8 by the half. 

The Cougars scored early in the third to make it a ten-point game and the 
Bulldogs kept hanging around keeping it at a ten-point contest ending the third 38-48.  
Hustling with energy in the fourth, the Bulldogs stayed with the Cougars to narrow the 
gap to 7 with just under three minutes remaining.  They sent the Cougars to the foul line 
in an effort to regain possession of the ball, but the Cougars made enough of their free 
shots to hang on to their lead and the win 58-47.   

“We kept our energy up throughout the entire game,” added Ryburn.  “We kept 
them from doing what they did last time.”  Tristan Schwarz continued, “We held on to 
the ball less than last time moving the ball more.”  They only turned the ball over 6 times 
during this game. 

Scoring for Golden Plains were Tristan Schwarz with 17—including 5 three 
pointers. Joseph Koerperich added 13 points, and Andrew Luna contributed 9.  Shane 
Ryburn, Grant Spresser, and Jose Bermudez scored two points each.  They also played a 
much cleaner game than last time with very few fouls until the last seconds of play.     

“The rebounding was better in the second half.” Said assistant coach Laura Rush.  
The Bulldogs had a total of 24 rebounds from Schwarz-13, Koerperich-6, Ryburn-4, Jose 
Bermudez-4, Grant Spresser-3, Camron Spresser-2, and Luna-2.  They had 15 assists and 
2 steals throughout the game.   The Bulldogs will continue to play on the road in Logan 
and Hill City but will return to their home floor on February 8 to take on the Healy 
Eagles. 


